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“Camelot” Shines in Spring Lake

SPRING'LAKE THEATRE
COMPANY

Dottie's  House,
a nonprofit organization,
based in. Brick Township,
provides safe housing for
wornen and their children
through a program that em-
powers them to become self-

sufficieat and five free from -

violence.  Eileen *Tink™
Mannion serves not only oa
Dottic’s Board of Directors,
she also is the tighting de-
signer and operator for the
Spring Lake Theatre Com-
pany. She combined her two
passions, resulting in a fund-
raiser for Dottie's House at
the Spring Lake Community

House/Thomas A. Crowley -

Theatre,

The show was
Camelot, the lcgendary
place of King Arthur’s court.
Camelot aiso is defined as a
pedod of great happiness,
perhaps a not-so-subtle wish

for those in need of the ser-
vices offered by Dettic's
house.

The strong leading cast
wonderfully delivered the
someimes moving, some-
times-wilty lyrics of Alan
Jay Lerner and the memo-
rable music of Frederick
Loewe. It is casy to un-
derstend why this musical
is enjoyable no matier how
meny-times one has seen il

with songs such as.magical .
“CamcloL the sweét “If |
would Leave You!
and’ hgm -hearted “What Do

E\‘er

the Simple Folks Do7"
Michael Chartier as King
Arthur reiumed to the
Spring Lake stage after o
25-year absence. Much too
long ¢ wait. As Arthur, he
wrestlkes with the conflict
caused by the love for his
wife, Guenevere, played by
a'sweel songbird named Ma-
rissa Caro and his friendship
for Lencelot, portrayed by a
debonair Bill Gandelli in his
Spring Lake Theatre debut.

Attorugy Doug -Moore-ccl-
ebrated his golden, S0th ap-
pearance portraying a dou-
bly “well done Merlin and
Pellinare. Peter Roccaforte,
in his-debut at the theatre,

MAGIC KINGDOM CAST

was villainous Mordred.
Producer Pat Barry

outdid herself with an assist -

from Joni Doura and The-
resa Condoluci in the Tush -
costuming. It was worty
of King Arthur's court. A -
creative sct, including trans-
forming one of the stage bal--
conies into a tree, enhanced
the prescnlation.

Allwo itis difficult
to undersiand the spoken
and sung words. The gift
this cast, and particularly
Chartier and Caro, gave to
the audience was wondes-
ful diction. You understand
what they are saying and
because of that you are-able
to become more involved in
the performance. Itis casier
to suspend reality when you
aren’t asking your compan-
ion, “What did be say?"

While Cameiot has
finished its run, you might
want to catch the next show,
“Stardust,” a musical review
beginning Oct. 12 featur-
ing the beloved songs of
composers such at Duke El-
lington, Hoagy Carmichael,
Benny Goodman and Hagry
White.  You remember -
soags-you.can ham - Deep
Purple, Moonlight Screnade,
and. of coursc, Stardust, to
name a few of those you'll
bear.

Not far from the
business district, at 3rd and
Madison Avenues, the com-
pany is housed in an elegant
Tudor-styled  community
house. The theatre is inti-
mate, seating 350 with 240
on the orchestra level and
120 in the balcony. There
is oo price difference in the-
seuting, so the carly birds
get the best, seats.  Tickets
usually run $28, with a $2
discount lor those 65+ or
students and children being
$20. The theatre is climaie
coatrotled and features state

The Spring Lake Theatre' Company

of the ant sound and light-
ing. They have just added
a dramatic new fiber optic
curtain.

Summer  shows
run for three weeks Monday
through Saturday. The rest

of the year they have shorter
runs.  Visit www.springla-
ketheatre.com for more in-
formation.

County’s greatest mongh for
wonderful festivals. Check
out the calendar of evems
elsewhere in the. Ooean’
County Gazete, then gather
up the family and enjoy what
is in your own backyard.

FOR A’ GOOD (‘AUSE Eileen “Tink™ Mannion, keft, wbose:vec
on'Dattie"s'Boatd of Directors and s the lighting dcslgner mdap
erator for the Spring Lake Theatre Company. combined her two
interests to suggest a fund-raiser. She is pictured with Dettic’s
Hotise Director Carol Wolfe at the resulting bencfit which featured,
“Camelot” Dottic's House provides housing and support programs

cast of “Camelot” takes a well deserved bow. They are from left,
Bill Gaudelli as Lancelot, Michacl Chartict as King Arthar, -Marissa
Caro as Guenevere, Doug Moore in the dual roles of Merlin and Pei-
Einore and Peter Roccaforte uMon!mi Upcommg pafomznos
at the theatre include **Stard * and the
wmldprmm:uf'“ﬁﬂumnbuthdy

for abused women and children




